Passenger Rail Expansion in Kansas
1 ) Expanding Amtrak service in Kansas emerged from a Wichita Chamber Vision Plan 20 years ago.
Restoring passenger rail service was one of many focus group recommendations to extend Amtrak’s Heartland Flyer train between Oklahoma City and Fort Worth to Newton, Kansas over the Burlington Northern Santa Fe system. 
Critical infrastructure is already in place; extending the existing operating schedule by 4 hours closes a 200-mile gap in service, adds 6 cities to the system, and links the Amtrak Texas Eagle and Southwest Chief with intercity passenger rail.
2) Initial phases of this project have been underway for 15 years. Significant pre-development is complete including state rail plans, a feasibility study, service development plans, and legislation authorizing a state passenger rail program.
3)  The Federal Railroad Administration is directing a massive $42 billion Corridor Identification and Developmental grant program. Kansas (KDOT) and Oklahoma (ODOT) submitted applications. Announcement of the first project grants are expected by year-end.
The Heartland Flyer Extension is included on the City of Wichita legislative agenda and this is why the Heartland Flyer Extension may receive Phase 1 funding in first round selection.
4) We are here to ask this commission to include the Heartland Flyer Extension on your legislative agenda for the 2024 Kansas Legislative term. 


 5) How does this impact and benefit Northeast Kansas Counties. 
The Heartland Flyer extension connects Amtrak’s Southwest Chief and Texas Eagle, with 14 cities on that corridor and 7 other cities in Kansas, including the Kansas City metro.   
6) The FRA is soliciting input to restore its national system. 
This corridor is a viable candidate for a major future expansion. Kansas City is a logical hub for daytime, long distance service over this connected corridor to San Antonio. 
Jackson County has 3 Amtrak stations. A 4th station could be added in Johnson County at Kansas 7 highway and 43rd street.
City of Shawnee Legislative Directive
"Pursuant to the 2023 State Legislative Staff Directed agenda, the City of Shawnee proposes the addition of Operating Support of the Heartland Flyer Extension to the 2024 State Legislative agenda, falling under the categories of Transportation and Active Transportation. This rail transportation expansion would promote clean air, healthy and connected communities, and equitable employment access across the state. By connecting more people to the greater Kansas City region's businesses, goods, services, etc. northeast Kansas will benefit economically from this vital form of transportation and is considered by KDOT to be Phase #1 of a longer term expansion of rail service across Kansas that could eventually include a rail stop in Shawnee.” 
Planning for future service should happen now. And this can happen, as it has for the Heartland Flyer extension, with the formal commitment of commissions like Johnson County, Leavenworth County and the Unified Government.  
  
